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The National Summit on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities is a project initiated by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and presented in partnership with other federal agencies and 
private sector groups.  It will be the second national meeting on this important topic, and will be 
held at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, in July 2009.  
 
Initially, this partnership is composed of the Arts Endowment, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department of Labor, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
the Social Security Administration, and VSA Arts.  The NEA invites other federal agencies and 
private sector groups to support and participate in this important convening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Need  
There is a wide variety of careers in the field of the arts, including those in design, media, and the 
performing, visual, and literary arts.  People with disabilities, however, have continued to face 
significant barriers in achieving training and professional status in this field.  Therefore, they are 
often underrepresented in the cultural world, including as staff, panelists, artists, administrators, 
and other arts-related positions.  



In light of this, the National Summit on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities will 
invite individuals from the arts, education, government, research, employment, and disability fields 
to: 

 

• Review and evaluate progress concerning educational and career opportunities in the 
arts for the targeted population over the past decade; 
 

• Identify strategies to address obstacles; and   
 

• Develop a strategic plan to further advance arts careers for people with disabilities. 
 

The Summit will also serve as a networking opportunity for artists and arts administrators across 
the country.  It will be a working meeting with issue papers, deliberations, and recommendations 
to advance careers in the arts for people with disabilities.   
 
Together, the Arts Endowment and its partners are uniquely positioned to ensure high visibility for 
issues of significant importance to everyone concerned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Leadership 
A Careers Task Force and Executive Committee, comprised of representatives from 
foundations, the arts, disability, research, and education, convened in April 2007 to begin the 
planning process.  Members of this Task Force are not only guiding the development of the 
Summit agenda, but will also participate actively in the Summit, help prioritize recommendations, 
and review the final report. 
 
Project Background 
This effort began in 1996 when the Arts Endowment initiated and developed agreements with 
the U.S. Department of Education, the Department of Health and Human Services, the Social 
Security Administration, and the Kennedy Center to plan and support the first-ever National 



Forum to look at the state of the arts concerning people with disabilities who are pursuing arts 
careers. 
 
This first forum was convened July 14-16, 1998, and involved 300 artists with disabilities, 
representatives from arts service groups, staff of disability organizations, educators, and 
government representatives.  Participants addressed issues related to education and careers in 
the arts for people with disabilities.  As a result, a number of Forum recommendations have 
been implemented and policy changes have been set in motion.  These include:   

 
• The creation of a Mentorship Program with the Department of Education and the Kennedy 

Center, where, over a three-year period, 39 arts organizations (including design groups, 
museums, and media organizations) mentored 43 individuals with disabilities. 
 

• The addition, thanks to the support of the U.S. Department of Labor, of a wide variety of 
arts careers to its Occupational Codes manual as potential job opportunities, including 
graphic artist, arts administrator, museum curator, theater director, and media artist. 

 

• The publication of Putting Creativity to Work, a 380-page book written and produced by 
the Social Security Administration and VSA Arts that provides a wealth of information and 
resources on training, education, and careers in the arts for individuals with disabilities. 

 

• An on-going series of state-wide forums (more than 20 held to date) on arts careers, 
hosted by the National Arts and Disability Center at UCLA, Social Security Administration, 
state arts agencies, and VSA state affiliates. 

 

• The launch of a three-year study on “Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities” with 
the University of Illinois at Chicago’s Department of Disability and Human Development, 
which will be completed in May 2009. 

These are just a few of the important steps taken as a result of the first session, and the Arts 
Endowment believes this second national gathering will be an even more important opportunity 
for members of the field to further advance our common goals in the arts for individuals with 
disabilities.  
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