Vocabulary

Examining Tone in Parody and Tragedy

comic relief: a humorous or farcical interlude in a serious literary work or drama, especially a tragedy,
intended to relieve the dramatic tension or heighten the emotional impact by means of contrast

diction: choice and use of words in speech or writing
dramatic irony: the dramatic effect achieved by leading an audience to understand an incongruity
between a situation and the accompanying speeches, while the characters in the play remain unaware of

the incongruity

parody: a literary or artistic work that imitates the characteristic style of an author or a work for comic
effect or ridicule
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