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How to Read an Artifact 

What material(s) is the artifact made out of? _____________________________________ 

Does the nature of the material provide any clue to the geographical area or type of environment in 

which it was made? How do you know? ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What was or is the artifact used for or what purpose does it serve? ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the nature of the design and/or use or purpose reveal any clues about the time period in which it 

was constructed and/or used? ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 


